Sunday School
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Deuteronomy

January 29, 2012

Background Passage: Deuteronomy 4:43 – 11:32

Focal Passage: 6:4-9, 10-14; 7:7-9

Biblical Truth: God’s people are to maintain exclusive devotion to Him whatever their circumstances.

Life Goal: Devote yourselves to God.
Outline of Deuteronomy

III. The Preparation for the Covenant Text (4:41-49)

1. The Narrative concerning Cities of Refuge (4:41-43)

2. The Setting and Introduction (4:44-49)

IV. The Principles of the Covenant (5:1-11:32)

1. The Opening Exhortation (5:1-5)

2. The Ten Commandments (5:6-21)

3. The Narrative Relating the Sinai Revelation and Israel’s Response (5:22-33)

4. The Nature of the Principles (6:1-25)

5. The Content of the Principles (7:1-11:32)

III. The Preparation for the Covenant Text (4:41-49)

1. The Narrative concerning Cities of Refuge (4:41-43)

2. The Setting and Introduction (4:44-49)

· Moses is reminding the people of the Law previously given.

IV. The Principles of the Covenant (5:1-11:32)

· This is a covenant text & a law code.

· Here is the general and specific stipulations that the people must keep as part of the covenant.

1. The Opening Exhortation (5:1-5)

· This is not a repetition of the Abrahamic Covenant, but a new covenant to regulate the life of Israel as God’s people, which was part of the Abrahamic Covenant.

· The Law was delivered to Moses from God, then repeated from Moses to the people.

2. The Ten Commandments (5:6-21)

b. The Commandments Pertaining to Humankind’s Relationship to God (5:6-15)

c. The Commandments Pertaining to Humankind’s Relationship to Others (5:16-21)

3. The Narrative Relating the Sinai Revelation and Israel’s Response (5:22-33)

a. The Rehearsal of the Theophany (5:22-27)

· Summation of the Ten Commandments given 38 years earlier. Nothing added or taken away.

· Fear struck the people as Moses was on the mountain and came down.  Moses was the only one who heard God’s voice and lived.

b. The Preparations for the Covenant Stipulations (5:28-33)

· The people returned so the LORD could give Moses all the commands.

· The people were encouraged to walk in all the ways of God and receive His blessing.

4. The Nature of the Principles (6:1-25)

a. Exhortation to Keep Them (6:1-3)

b. Essence of the Principles (6:4-5)

· Love That Shows Priority (6:4-9)

· Encompasses the whole of the Ten Commandments.

· To “hear” meant to “obey.”

d. Exhortation to Teach Them (6:6-9)

· The command necessitated instruction to future generations because the covenant did not end with the present generation.

· They were to be inscribed on the children as an engraver inscribes words on a stone.

· The constant repetition should help frame the Law within the children.

e. Exhortation to Give the Lord Exclusive Recognition and Worship (6:10-15)

· Devotion That Never Forgets (6:10-14) 
· Israel would take the land without total destruction, only because they were beneficiaries of the covenant they had entered.  

· They should not forget what God did for them after they occupy the land.

f. Exhortation to Give the Lord Exclusive Obedience (6:16-19)

· “To test God is to make upon him demands or requirements that are inappropriate either to his nature and character or to the circumstances.” (Merrill, 172) 

g. Exhortation to Remember the Past (6:20-25)

5. The Content of the Principles (7:1-11:32)

a. The Dispossession of Nonvassals (7:1-26)

· Grace That’s Undeserved (7:6-9) 

b. The Lord as the Source of Blessing (8:1-20)

c. Blessing as a Product of Grace (9:1-10:11)

d. Love of the Lord and Love of Humankind (10:12-22)

e. Obedience and Disobedience and Their Rewards (11:1-32)




