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Deuteronomy

Background Information 


(From The New American Commentary, “Deuteronomy,” by 

Eugene Merrill)

Title:  Hebrew title: elleh haddebarim, “these are the words”

English title: “Deuteronomion,” comes from Greek and Latin  

nomenclature, “second law:” In early years, Deuteronomy was 

viewed as a repetition of Exodus, but further scholarship has revealed 

the real essence of the book.  Deuteronomy is more of an 

“amplification and advancement of the covenant text first articulated 

to Moses and Israel at Sinai nearly forty years earlier.”
Author: Moses

Destination: The people of God before entering the Promised Land.

Date and Place of Writing: Around 1400 BC.

Occasion and Purpose:  Moses here addresses several questions and concerns:

1) Reminder to Israel, who they are, where they came from, and what God has in store for them.

2) Moses was close to death, and the covenant needed to be written down.

Outline of the Book

I. The Covenant Setting. (1:1-5)

II. The Historical Setting (1:6-4:40)

1. The Past Dealings of the Lord with Israel (1:6-3:29)

2. The Exhortation of Moses (4:1-40)

III. The Preparation for the Covenant Text (4:41-49)

1. The Narrative concerning Cities of Refuge (4:41-43)

2. The Setting and Introduction (4:44-49)

IV. The Principles of the Covenant (5:1-11:32)

1. The Opening Exhortation (5:1-5)

2. The Ten Commandments (5:6-21)

3. The Narrative Relating the Sinai Revelation and Israel’s Response (5:22-33)

4. The Nature of the Principles (6:1-25)

5. The Content of the Principles (7:1-11:32)

V. The Specific Stipulations of the Covenant (12:1-26:15)

1. The Exclusiveness of Yahweh and His Worship (12:1-16:17)

2. Kingdom Officials (16:18-18:22)

3. Civil Law (19:1-22:8)

4. Laws of Purity (22:9-23:18)

5. Laws of Interpersonal Relationships (23:19-25:19)

6. Laws of Covenant Celebration and Confirmation (26:1-15)

VI. Exhortation and Narrative Interlude (26:16-19)

VII. The Curses and Blessings (27:1-29:1)

1. The Gathering at Shechem (27:1-13)

2. The Curses That Follow Disobedience of Specific Stipulations (27:14-26)

3. The Blessings That Follow Obedience (28:1-14)

4. The Curses That Follow Disobedience of General Stipulations (28:15-68)

5. Narrative Interlude (29:1)

VIII. The Epilogue: Historical Review (29:2-30:20)

1. Exodus, Wandering, and Conquest (29:2-8)

2. The Present Covenant Setting (29:9-15)

3. The Results of Covenant Disobedience (29:16-29)

4. The Appeal for Covenant Obedience (30:1-10)

5. The Appeal for Covenant Obedience (30:11-20)

IX. Deposit of the Text and Provision for Its Future Implementation (31:1-29)

1. The Succession by Joshua (31:1-8)

2. The Deposit of the Text (31:9-13)

3. The Commissioning of Joshua (31:14-23)

4. The Anticipation of the Leaders’ Defection (31:24-29)

X. The Song of Moses (31:30-32:44)

1. Introduction to the Song (31:30)

2. Invocation of Witnesses (32:1-4)

3. Indictment of the People (32:5-6)

4. Review of Past Blessings (32:7-14)

5. Israel’s Rebellion (32:15-18)

6. God’s Promise of Judgment (32:19-25)

7. The Powerlessness of Other Gods (32:26-38)

8. The Vindication of Yahweh (32:39-43)

9. Conclusion to the Song (32:44)

XI. Narrative Interlude (32:45-52)

1. Moses’ Exhortation to Obedience (32:45-47)

2. Instructions Surrounding Moses’ Death (32:48-53)

XII. The Blessing of Moses (33:1-29)

XIII. Narrative Epilogue (34:1-12)

1. The Death of Moses (34:1-8)

2. The Epitaph of Moses (34:9-12)




