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Romans

Background Information

Author: Paul the Apostle

Destination: The Church at Rome

· Probably a number of decentralized house-churches

· The church probably began in a Jewish community, but became largely Gentile when there was a mass expulsion of Jews from Rome.

· 3 major groups

· Legalists – thought righteousness was a human achievement

· Libertines – abandoned Law even as a guide for a response to faith

· Spiritualists – pride destroyed true sense of community and made them indifferent to demands of civic order

Date and Place of Writing: Corinth at the end of Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey, probably around AD 56 or 57.

Occasion and Purpose:

1) To help establish the church (Rom. 1:11)

a. Roman Church was not established by Peter

b. Needed proper teaching

c. Paul’s “theological self confession”

2) To evangelize Rome (Rom. 1:15)

3) To be encouraged. (Rom. 1:12)

a. Romans to pray for him (15:30-32)

b. Romans provide resources for his journey to Spain. (15:28)

c. Introduce himself as an apostle.

Theme: 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it God’s righteousness is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith.” Rom 1:16-17

a. Righteousness

b. Law

c. Sin

d. Justification

e. Sanctification
How Romans fits into God’s Story:
“Romans explains how Jesus, the greatest descendant of Abraham and David, is also the One by whose death sinners may be declared righteous – and so become part of God’s kingdom. The “parable of the olive tree” (chapter 11) shows that God’s kingdom plan includes both Jews and Gentiles, but especially Gentiles in the present age.”
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