Sunday School

Winter 2011-12

Numbers

December 18, 2011

Background Passage: Numbers 3-4

Biblical Truth: God is faithful and the faithfulness of the Israelites in measured by obedience to God.

Life Goal: We should obey God.

Outline of Numbers/Lesson 1

I. Book One: The End of the First Generation in the Wilderness (1:1-25:18)

a. Faithfulness of Israel at Sinai (1:1-10:10)

i. Sinai Cycle A: Census and Consecration of the Tribes of Israel (1:1-6:27)

1. Historical Setting: Prologue (1:1)

2. Military Conscription of the 12 Tribes of Israel (1:2-46)

Census Instructions (1:2-4)

Census Assistants Enlisted (1:5-16)

Census Directed by Moses (1:17-19)

Census Results by Tribal Households (1:20-43)

Census Summary and Total (1:44-46)

Responsibilities of Uncounted Levites (1:47-53)

Census Conclusion: Faithful Obedience (1:54)

3. Holy Arrangement of the Israelite Camps (2:1-34)

Introduction (2:1-2)

East Side, South Side, West Side, North Side Encampments (2:3-31)

Conclusion: Faithful Obedience (2:32-34)

4. Responsibilities and Census of the Levite Clans (3:1-4:49)

Introduction: Genealogy of Aaron and Moses (3:1-4)

Levite Consecration to Service (3:5-10)

Levite Replacement of the Firstborn (3:11-13)

Genealogical Delineation of Levite Clans (3:14-20)

Census and Responsibilities of Levite Clans (3:21-39)

Dedication of the Levites in Firstborn Redemption (3:40-51)

Further Responsibilities and Census of Levites for Service (4:1-49)



Kohathite Service Detailed (4:1-20)



Gershonite Service Detailed (4:21-28)



Merarite Service Detailed (4:29-33)



Summary Census of Levites (4:34-49)

5. Purification Laws for the Faithful Community (5:1-31)

Cultic Isolation of Various Disease Carriers (5:1-4)

Restitution for Wrongs Done (5:5-10)

The Case of a Suspected Adulterous Wife (5:11-31)

6. The Sacred Nazarite Vow (6:1-21)

Introduction (6:1-2)

Prohibitions (6:3-8)

Purification from Corpse Defilement (6:9-12)

Completion Rituals of the Nazirite Vow (6:13-20)

Summary (6:21)

5. Purification Laws for the Faithful Community (5:1-31)

Cultic Isolation of Various Disease Carriers (5:1-4)

- Once again, the faithfulness of the community of Israel demonstrated by  their obedience to God’s commands are on display.  

- Three diseases bring separation from the community

1. Infectious Skin Disease – Leprosy, and possibly psoriasis or eczema, were part of this exclusion.

2.  Any discharge – These are outlined in Lev 15:1-33. Probably meant diseases such as gonorrhea.

3. Contact with a corpse.

- While separation may have been partially because hygienic reasons and to prevent spread, the more important reason for separation was to preserve the sanctity and purity of the Most Holy Place within the center of the community.

- Moses and the people obeyed “just as the LORD instructed.”
Restitution for Wrongs Done (5:5-10)

· Sin against another person in the community was a sin against God.

· Full restitution plus one-fifth.

· “Consistent with the theme of Num 1:1-10:10, the harmony, wholeness and holiness of the community are of considerable concern. The individual as part of the community has certain responsibilities within the larger context, and sin has a deleterious effect on both. Therefore, the sanctity of the individual, community, and sanctuary must be maintained.” (Cole 112).
The Case of a Suspected Adulterous Wife (5:11-31)

- If a man suspects his wife has been unfaithful but has no proof, a 2 stage process is followed.

Stage 1


1. Husband Takes Wife to Priest



Presents a Grain offering for jealousy

2. Priest Presents Woman to the Lord

Takes Holy Water in clay jar

Adds Dust from tabernacle floor to water

Loosens woman’s hair

Places Reminder (Grain) offering in her hands

Hold bitter water

Priest puts woman under oath

3. Woman responds “Amen, So be it”

Stage 2

1. Priest Writes the Curs on a Scroll, Then

Washes off words into the bitter water

Prepares the water of cursing, bitter water

Takes the reminder offering from her hands

Waves offering before the Lord,

Brings to the Alter

Burns one handful on alter as memorial offering


2.  Woman Drinks Water w/Dust & Words of Curse



Results




If guilty = Barrenness, miscarriage, accursed




If not guilty = Clear from guilt, able to conceive

Summary 
Law of Jealousy

· Fidelity is crucial to societal wellbeing, so the sanctity of marriage was of utmost importance.

6. The Sacred Nazarite Vow (6:1-21)

Introduction (6:1-2)

The LORD spoke to Moses… -- This defines this segment of Numbers.     God spoke, and the people obeyed.  Here they are setting themselves aside by a sacred vow of holiness.
Prohibitions (6:3-8)

Three areas of restriction

1) Abstaining from anything from the vineyard and its products.  This was usually viewed as a private act of inner devotion.

2) Refraining from trimming hair and beard.  This was the most visible act of the Nazarite vow. A person had to be dedicated inward and outward for holiness.

3) No contact of close proximity with a corpse. This was a mental dedication that one must have to go through in the vow.  If a relative died during the vow, imagine the mental distress of not caring.  Jesus pointed to this type of devotion in Matt. 8:21-22.
Purification from Corpse Defilement (6:9-12)

One could accidentally come too close to a corpse, so here purification is outline in that situation.  The vow must begin again (shaving head)  through expiation (two doves), consecration (rededication of the head), and reparation (lamb as guilt offering)
Completion Rituals of the Nazirite Vow (6:13-20)

The completion rituals would point to God who was the true source and possessor of holiness.  The whole ritual was done to show how God is holy and living in communion with God in holiness was a sacred thing.
Summary (6:21)

The Priestly Blessing (22-27)
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