Sunday School

Fall 2011

Romans

November 20, 2011

Background Passage: Romans 13-14

Biblical Truth: Righteousness through faith in Christ has practical implications for life.

Life Goal: We should strive to live a life of righteousness.

Outline of Lesson: 

Life of Believers: 

I. In the World (13)

a. Submit to Government (1-7)

b. Love Others (8-10)

c. Put on Christ (11-14)

II. Among the Weak and Strong (14-15:13)

a. Receive One Another with Understanding (14:1-12)

b. Build Up One Another without Offending (14:13-23)

c. Please One Another as Christ Did (15:1-6)

d. Rejoice with One Another in God’s Plan of Redemption (15:7-13)


Life of Believers:

I. In the World (13)

e. Submit to Government (1-7)

i. Civil Authority

1. A Divine Decree (1b)

2. Resistance is rebellion against God (2a)

3. Those who resist will be punished (2b)

4. To Restrain Evil (3a)

5. To Promote Good (3b-4a)

6. To Inflict Punishment (4b)

a. Sword

7. Submit for Conscience’s Sake (5)

ii. Taxes (6-7)

1. Obligation (because of this…) (6a)

2. Rulers

a. Servants of God (6b)

b. In Divine Service

3. Pay what is due
f. Love Others (8-10)

i. Debt never paid off  

ii. Fulfills the Law

1. Love others as we love ourselves

2. Cannot fail
g. Put on Christ (11-14)

i. Wake Up! (11-12a)

1. Sense of Urgency

2. Time as an age or era

3. The end is near

ii. Throw Off! (12b-13)

1. Stop living like the world

2. Live in the Light (Put on the armor of light)

3. Behave

a. Carousing – wild partying

b. Drunkenness – intentional and habitual intoxication

c. Sexual promiscuity – Fornication/Adultery

d. Sensuality – shameless excess and absence of restraint

e. Strife – persistent contention, bickering, petty disagreement, and enmity

f. Jealousy – envy or selfish ambition

iii. Put On!

1. Jesus Christ

2. Continuing spiritual growth

II. Among the Weak and Strong (14-15:13)

a. Receive One Another with Understanding (14:1-12)

i. God has Accepted (1-3)

ii. Each One Stands by God (4)

iii. Each One is Under God’s Sovereignty (5-9)

1. Holy Days

2. Meals

3. Life and Death

iv. Each One is Under God’s Judgment (10-12)

1. “Our responsibility is not to judge, to despise, to criticize, or in any way to belittle our brothers and sisters in Christ.” (MacArthur)

2. This is on secondary issues
b. Build Up One Another without Offending (14:13-23)

i. Don’t Cause Your Brother to Stumble (13)

ii. Don’t’ Grieve Your Brother (14-15a)

iii. Don’t Devastate Your Brother (15b)

iv. Don’t Forfeit Your Witness (16-19)

1. Conflicts among us give the world reason to criticize.

2. Create unity by forgoing certain freedoms for the greater good of the Kingdom

v. Don’t Pull Down the Work of God (20-21)

1. Why hurt God’s work in another’s life over discretionary matters?

2. Causing someone to stumble is hurting the work of God.

vi. Don’t Denounce or Flaunt Your Liberty (22-23)

1. We loose divine perspective when we lovelessly flaunt our liberty

2. We loose divine perspective when we belittle good things (23)

c. Please One Another as Christ Did (15:1-6)

i. Regard for Others

1. Not just tolerate

2. Help bear the burden of weakness

ii. Disregard Self

iii. Conform to Christ

iv. Submit to Scripture

1. Perseverance for us

2. Encouragement from God

v. Depend on the Divine

vi. Glorify God

d. Rejoice with One Another in God’s Plan of Redemption (15:7-13)




