Sunday School

Fall 2011

Romans

October 23, 2011

Background Passage: Romans 9

Biblical Truth: God is Sovereign. God is Gracious. 

Life Goal: We should be thankful that God is Sovereign and Gracious.

Outline of Lesson: 

I. God’s Chosen People (1-13)

II. God’s Sovereign Choice (14-24)

I. Introduction
II. A Sovereign, Gracious God

a. God’s Chosen People (1-11)

i. Israel (1-5)

1. God’s chosen is not due to ethnicity.

a. Paul wishes this were true.

b. Is willing to die so “his brothers” would be saved.

2. Israel is privileged.

a. Adoption as sons 

b. Revealed Divine glory

c. The Covenants

d. The Law

e. Temple worship

f. The Promises

g. The Patriarchs

h. Ancestors of Jesus

ii. Children of Promise (6-13)

1. God chose and appointed Isaac. (6-9)

a. Isaac vs. Ishmael (9)

b. “Israel’s rejection of Jesus as the Messiah did not prove Jesus was not of God but, to the contrary, that unbelieving Israel and Israelites were not of God.” (MacArthur)

2. God chose and appointed Jacob (Israel). (10-13)

a. Jacob vs. Esau

i. Not based on works.

ii. Not based on merit.

iii. God’s calling is His own choice.

b. Hated Esau

i. Semitic idiom that speaks in absolutes to make a strong comparison. (Mounce)

ii. It wasn’t Esau God hated, but his idolatrous descendants. (MacArthur)

b. God’s Sovereign Choice (14-29)

i. Is God fair in choosing? (14-18)

1. Based on His mercy.

a. All men deserve condemnation (1:18-3:20)

b. God must initiate salvation because we are depraved.  It must come from Him.

2. Pharaoh

a. Raised him up

i. Display His power

ii. Name be proclaimed

b. Hardened him

3. “The Exodus account of Moses’ confrontation with Pharaoh speaks ten times of God’s hardening that ruler’s heart (see, e.g., 4:21; 7:3, 13). The same passage also informs us that Pharaoh hardened his own heart (see, e.g., 8:32; 9:34), confirming God’s act by his own. Such passage point up the humanly unreconcilable tension between God’s sovereignty and man’s will.” (MacArthur)

ii. Are humans responsible for eternity? (19-29)

1. We cannot fully understand God and have no merit to stand and ask him?  We must accept by faith.

a. John 6:37

b. We are limited. He is not.

2. We should be thankful

a. He chose us

b. We are as unworthy as everyone else.

c. All are God’s people (25-26)

d. Only some of Israel will inherit salvation (27-29)

3. God declares righteous (30-33)

a. Gentiles

b. Jews

i. Faith

ii. Not the Law

III. Application



